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Chapter  3 


Serving  Humanity 
Through  Charity 


43JL^a)l  Jjad 


Section  i 

Excellence  of  Charity  and  its  Rewards 


Qur'an 


ij-aAAj  L»j  ijjlfrj  ojJu^lt  . ^ 


1.  4 And  ( always ) establish  Prayer  and  pay  Zakat  (the 
Alms-due)  regularly.  And  whatever  virtue  you  will 
send  ahead,  you  shall  find  it  with  Allah.  Surely,  Allah  is 
watching  all  that  you  are  doing.  $> 1 2 


liUL3>l  jSJ  j4ju2»kl3  L-ld-  U^3  Sill  yu  13  ^ 


z.  ®Who  is  he  that  will  lend  to  Allah  a generous  loan ? He 
will,  then,  multiply  it  for  him  manifold . And  Allah  alone 
decreases  and  increases  ( your  sustenance)  and  towards  Him 
will  you  be  returned,  h1 


<j #=^j  \Jy  z\‘J  jZS  y .r 


1 Qur^an,  2:110. 

2 Ibid.,  2:245. 
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3.  4 Righteousness  is  not  merely  that  you  turn  your  faces 
to  the  east  or  the  west.  But  true  righteousness  is  that  a 
person  believes  in  Allah,  the  Last  Day,  the  angels,  the 
Book  (revealed  by  Allah)  and  the  Messengers.  Driven  by 
love  for  Allah,  he  spends  (his)  wealth  on  the  kindred,  the 
orphans,  the  needy,  the  wayfarers  and  those  who  ask  and  in 
(liberating  slaves’)  necks,  and  establishes  Prayer  and  pays 
Zakat  (the  Alms-due).  And  when  they  make  a promise, 
they  fulfil  it  and  are  steadfast  in  hardship  (i.e.,  poverty)  and 
suffering  (i.e.,  ailment)  and  at  the  time  of  fierce  fighting 
(i.e.,  jihad).  It  is  these  who  are  truthful  and  it  is  these  who 
are  righteous ,4l 


ijgif  &\  i^> 


4.  4 Allah  eliminates  usury  (i.e.,  deprives  usurious  profits 
of  prosperous  growth)  and  multiplies  alms  gifts  (i.e., 
increases  blessings  of  clean  wealth  manifold  through 
charity  donations).  And  Allah  does  not  like  anyone  who  is 
ungrateful  and  disobedient. 


^3  S/jtf  f ^ il  3^3 
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1 Ibid.,  2:177. 

2 Ibid.,  2:276. 
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5.  4 And  indeed,  Allah  took  a firm  promise  from  the 
Children  of  Israel,  and  We  appointed  amongst  them  twelve 
chieftains  (for  its  fulfilment,  enforcement  and  protection). 
And  Allah  said  (to  the  Children  of  Israel):  ‘I  am  with  you 
(i.e..  My  special  support  and  reinforcement  will  escort 
you).’  If  you  establish  Prayer  and  pay  Zakat  (the  Alms- 
due)  consistently,  and  (always)  adhere  to  believing  in 
My  Messengers,  and  furnish  persistent  support  to  their 
(Prophetic  Mission),  and  lend  Allah  a handsome  loan  (for 
the  financial  support,  promotion  and  prevalence  of  His 
Din  [Religion]),  I will  certainly  remove  your  sins  from  you, 
and  will  assuredly  admit  you  to  the  Gardens  with  streams 
flowing  beneath.  Then,  later,  whoever  from  amongst  you 
rejects  faith  (i.e,,  violates  the  promise)  indeed  strays  from 


the  straight  path.  » 1 


6.  4 Say:  ‘Surely,  my  Lord  releases  sustenance  in 
abundance  for  whom  He  wills  and  restrains  for  whom  (He 
likes).  And  whatever  you  spend  (in  the  way  of  Allah),  He 
will  increase  it  with  more  in  recompense.  And  He  is  the 
Best  Sustainer.’ 


7.  4 Surely , both  the  men  and  the  women  who  give  charity 
and  those  who  lend  a goodly  loan  to  Allah,  the  (reward  of 
charity)  will  be  increased  for  them  manifold,  and  there  will 


1 Ibid.,  5:12. 

1 Ibid.,  34:39. 
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be  most  honourable  reward  for  them.?1 2 


L £ jl  (iijixi  lL>jJ==u  .A 
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8.  ?Have  you  seen  him  who  denies  the  Din  (Religion)?  So 
he  is  the  one  who  pushes  away  the  orphan  (i.e.,  rejects  the 
needs  of  the  orphans  and  deprives  them  of  their  right),  And 
does  not  promote  the  cause  of  feeding  the  poor  (i.e.,  does 
not  strive  to  end  the  economic  exploitation  of  the  poor  and 
the  needy).  So  woe  to  those  worshippers,  Who  are  unaware 
of  (the  spirit  of)  their  Prayers  (i.e.,  they  are  mindful  only 
of  the  rights  of  Allah,  but  are  heedless  of  the  rights  of 
fellow  human  beings),  Who  show  off  (their  worship,  for 
they  only  render  a formal  service  to  the  Creator  and  are 
inconsiderate  to  the  oppressed  humanity),  And  who  refuse 
to  lend  a worthless  small  object  of  use  even  on  demand!  ?z 


Hadith 
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145/1.  According  to  Abu  Musa  al-Ashcari: 

“The  Prophet  said,  ‘Charity  is  incumbent  on  every  Muslim.’ 
They  (the  Companions)  submitted,  “What  if  one  has  nothing  (to  spend 


1 Ibid.,  57:18. 

2 Ibid.,  107:1-7. 
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in  the  way  of  Allah  .&&)?’  He  said,  ‘He  should  work  with  his  hands 
(spend  his  physical  and  psychic  energy)  so  that  he  may  benefit  himself 
and  donate  to  charity.’  They  submitted,  ‘What  if  one  does  not  have 
(bodily)  strength  or  he  cannot  do  it?’  He  said,  ‘Then  he  should  help  the 
helpless  and  needy  (by  word  or  action  or  both).’  They  submitted,  ‘If  he 
is  unable  to  do  even  that?’  He  said,  ‘Then  he  should  enjoin  good,’  or 
said,  ‘he  should  ordain  pious  practice.’  They  said,  ‘If  he  could  not  do 
that?’  He  said,  ‘Then  he  should  refrain  from  doing  anything  wrong; 
that  will  be  considered  charity  donated  by  him.’”1 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 
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146/2.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra,  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said: 

“A  man  said  that  he  would  certainly  give  to  charity.  So  he  came 
out  with  his  riches  (at  night)  with  the  intention  to  give  alms  and 
(unknowingly)  handed  it  to  a thief.  Next  morning,  people  talked 
about  the  charity  donated  to  a thief.  (Hearing  that,)  he  submitted:  ‘O 
Allah!  All  praises  are  for  you  alone.  Certainly,  I will  spend  in  Your 

1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al~Sahth9  5:2241  §5676.  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh , 
2:699  §1008.  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad , 4:395  §19549.  •al-Nasa)!  in 
al-Sunan , 5:64  §2538. 
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way  again.’  He  came  out  with  his  charity  and  (unknowingly)  gave  it  to 
an  adulteress.  Next  morning,  people  talked  about  the  charity  donated 
to  an  adulteress  last  night.  The  man  submitted:  ‘O  Allah!  All  praises 
are  for  you  alone.  I gave  away  charity  to  an  adulteress.  Certainly,  I will 
spend  in  Your  way  again.’  So  he  came  out  with  his  charity  again  and 
(unknowingly,  this  time)  gave  it  to  a rich  person.  (The  people)  next 
morning  spoke  about  the  charity  given  to  a rich  person.  He  submitted, 
‘O  Allah!  All  the  glorifications  are  for  you  alone.  (I  repent)  I donated 
charity  to  a thief,  to  an  adulteress  and  to  a rich  man!’  Then  (an  angel) 
was  brought  to  him  (in  dream)  and  it  was  said  to  him:  ‘The  charitable 
donation  that  you  gave  to  the  thief  might  restrain  him  from  stealing, 
and  that  given  to  the  adulteress  might  keep  her  from  adultery,  and  that 
given  to  the  rich  man  might  admonish  him  and  he  would  also  spend 
his  wealth  that  Allah  has  given  him.’”1 2 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 
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147/3.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Jt: 

“Allah’s  Messenger  0,  said:  ‘The  charitable  donation  is  due  for 
every  joint  of  a human  being  every  day  in  which  the  sun  rises.  The  one 
who  establishes  justice  among  people  also  gives  to  charity.’”1 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl. 


t <JU  l*  ! jli  <U)1  J y* j & cj^.  ^ ^ ^ A 
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1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sabth,  2:516  §1355.  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih , 2:709 
§1022.  •al-Nasa,i  in  al-Sunan , 5:55  §2523. 

2 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlb , 2:964  §12560. 
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148/4.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra: 

“Allah’s  Messenger  Jjfc.  said:  'Charity  does  not  in  any  way  decrease 
the  wealth.  Allah  does  not  enhance  the  servant  who  forgives  but  in 
reverence;  and  the  one  who  attains  humility  for  the  pleasure  of  Allah 
Jg*,  He  elevates  his  rank.’”1 

Reported  by  Muslim  and  al-Dariml. 
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149/5.  According  to  Abu  Ayyub  al-Ansari 

“A  man  said  to  the  Prophet  Jf&:  ‘Inform  me  of  a practice  that  will 
enable  me  to  enter  the  Garden  of  Paradise!’  (Observing  him  moving 
forward  and  speaking  to  Allah’s  Messenger  the  people  said:  ‘What  is 
the  matter  with  him?  Why  is  he  talking  like  that?’  The  Prophet  $ said: 
‘Nothing  has  happened  to  him;  (he  has  rather  something  important 
to  ask  about;  let  him  speak.’  Then  he  said  to  him:)  ‘You  must  worship 
Allah  and  associate  nothing  with  Him,  perform  the  ritual  Prayer,  pay 
Zakat  (the  alms-due)  and  maintain  good  relationship  with  relatives 
and  treat  them  kindly!”’2 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 


lij.  J*  J&>  • JtS  jf  A l\&k 

cAj - -ll  Aj  .l) 'V  Aiil  .cJl£  .A^>«—il  2 A2L^-P 


1 Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih , 4:2.001  §2588.  •al-Darimi  in  al-Sunan , 
1:486  §1676.  *Ibn  Khuzayma  in al-Sahih,  4:97  §2438.  *Abl  Yacla  i nal-Musnad, 
11:344  §6458. 

2 Set  forth  by  ♦al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih,  2:505  §1332,  8c  5:2231  §5637.  •Muslim 
in  al-$ahlh,  1:42  §13.  •Ahmad  b.  anabl  in  al-Musnad , 5:418  §23596.  •al- 
Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 3:445  §5880. 
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150/6.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra 

“A  Bedouin  came  to  the  Prophet  and  said:  ‘Direct  me  to  a practice 
by  which,  if  I perform  it,  I shall  enter  the  Garden  of  Paradise!5  He  said: 
‘You  must  worship  Allah  without  associating  anything  with  Him, 
perform  the  prescribed  ritual  Prayer,  pay  Zakat  (the  obligatory  Alms- 
due)  and  keep  the  fast  of  Ramadan.’  (On  this  Prophetic  command)  the 
Bedouin  said:  ‘By  the  One  in  whose  Hand  is  my  soul,  I shall  not  make 
any  addition  to  it!’  Then,  when  he  turned  away  to  depart,  the  Prophet 
said:  ‘If  someone  likes  to  look  at  a man  from  among  the  people  of 
the  Garden  of  Paradise,  let  him  look  at  this  one!”’1 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 


15 1/7.  According  to  Abu  Umama 

“I  heard  Allah’s  Messenger  delivering  a sermon  during  the 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahih , 2.1506  §1:333.  •Muslim  in  al-Sahth , 1:44 
§14.  •Ibn  Khuzayma  in  al-Sahth , 4:12.  ®Abu  cAwana  in  al-Musnad , 1:17  §4. 
•Ibn  Rajab  al-  anball  in  Jam?  al-(Ulum  wa  al - akam , 1:207. 
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Farewell  Pilgrimage:  ‘You  must  fear  Allah,  your  Lord,  and  perform 
your  five  ritual  prayers,  and  fast  during  your  month  [of  Ramadan], 
and  pay  the  Zakat  (the  Alms-due)  on  your  properties,  and  obey 
your  commander;  (in  recompense)  you  may  enter  the  Garden  of  your 
Lord!’”* 1 

Reported  by  al-Tirmidhl  (the  wording  is  his),  Ahmad,  Ibn 
ibban  and  Ibn  Khuzayma  in  the  title  of  the  chapter.  According 
to  al-Tirmidhl:  “This  is  a fine  authentic  tradition.”  According 
to  al-Hakim:  “This  is  an  authentic  tradition  in  conformity  with 
the  stipulation  of  Muslim  and  all  transmitters  are  agreed  upon.” 
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152/8.  According  to  Abu  Umama 

“I  heard  Allah’s  Messenger  0.  say:  ‘O  people,  there  is  no  Prophet 
after  me  and  no  Utntna  (Community)  after  you.  You  must,  therefore, 
worship  your  Lord,  and  perform  your  five  ritual  prayers,  and  fast 
during  your  month  [of  Ramadan],  and  pay  the  Zakat  (the  alms-due) 
on  your  properties  most  willingly,  and  obey  the  (just)  authorities  in 
charge  of  you,  so  that  you  may  enter  the  Garden  of  your  Lord!’”1 

Reported  by  al-Tabaranl  and  Ibn  Abl  Asim. 


1 Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad,  5;i5I  z2’3Ii-  *a^” 

Tirmidhi  in  al-Sunan,  Ch.:  (434),  1:516  §616.  *Ibn  Khuzayma  in  al -Sahth, 
4:11.  • Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sabtb,  10:426  §4563.  »al-  akim  in  al-Mustadrak, 
1:52,  547  §19,  1436.  «al-  Daraqutnl  in  al-Sunan,  456  §i733-  *al-Tabaranl 
in  al-Mu'jam  al-Kabtr,  8:115  §7535  & in  Musnad  al-Shamiyyin,  2:16 
§834.  *Ibn  Abi  ‘Asim  in  al-Sunna,  2:505  §1061. 

1 Set  forth  by  »al-TabaranI  in  al-Mu  fam  al-Kabtr,  8:115  §7535  'n  Musnad 
al-Shamiyytn,  2:16  §834.  »Ibn  Abl  ‘Asim  in  al-Sunna,  2:505  §1061. 
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Section  2 

Excellence  of  Undisclosed  Charitable 

Donation 


Qur^An 
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I-  4^/* y°u  &ive  charity  in  public , it  is  worthwhile  (for  it 
will  persuade  others ),  but  if  you  hide  and  deliver  it  to  the 
poor  in  secret , that  is  (far)  better  for  you . And  Allah  will 
remove  from  you  some  of  your  sins  (due  to  this  charity ). 

And  Allah  is  Well  Aware  of  all  that  you  do.)?* 1 


2.  {Those  who  spend  (in  the  cause  of  Allah)  by  night  and 
day,  privately  or  publicly,  have  their  reward  with  their 
Lord . And  (on  the  Day  of  Resurrection ) they  shall  neither 
fear  nor  grieve .^z 


1 Qur’an,  2:2.71. 

1 Ibid.,  2:274. 
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Hadith 
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153/9.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  j&,  the  Prophet  ^ said: 

“There  are  seven  (categories  of)  people  who  Allah  will  provide 
with  His  shade  of  mercy  on  the  Day  (of  Resurrection)  when  there  will 
be  no  shade  apart  from  the  shade  of  His  mercy:  ‘(They  are)  a just  ruler, 
a youth  grown  up  in  the  worship  of  his  Lord;  a person  whose  heart 
is  attached  to  the  mosques;  two  persons  who  love  each  other  for  the 
love  of  Allah,  and  meet  and  depart  from  each  other  for  the  sake  of 
Allah;  a man  whom  a beautiful  and  reputable  woman  seduces  (with 
evil  intention)  but  he  (rejects)  saying:  I fear  Allah;  a person  who  gives 
away  alms  secretly  in  a way  that  it  is  unknown  to  his  left  hand  what 
the  right  one  has  spent;  and  a person  who,  when  remembering  Allah 
jgs  in  seclusion,  has  tearful  eyes  (due  to  the  fear  of  Allah  J&).’”1 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukhar!  and  Muslim. 
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1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih , 1:234  §629.  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh , 
2:715  §1031.  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:439  §9663.  •al-Tirmidhi 
in  al-Sunan , 4:598  §2391.  •al-Nasa)I  in  aUSunan , 8:222  §5380.  •Malik  in  al- 
Muwatta\  2:952  §1709. 
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154/10.  According  to  Anas  b.  Malik  &,  the  Prophet  ^ said: 

“When  Allah  jga  created  the  earth,  it  started  shaking.  So  He 
created  mountains  and  placed  them  on  earth  and  it  settled.  The  angels 
were  amazed  at  the  strength  and  power  of  the  mountains,  so  they 
submitted:  ‘O  Lord!  Is  there  anything  among  your  creatures  stronger 
than  the  mountains?’  He  said:  ‘Yes,  iron.’  They  submitted:  ‘O  Lord! 
Is  there  anything  among  your  creatures  stronger  than  iron?’  He  said: 
‘Yes,  fire.’  They  submitted  again:  ‘O  Lord!  Is  there  anything  among 
your  creatures  more  powerful  than  fire?’  He  said:  ‘Yes,  water.’  They 
submitted:  ‘O  Lord!  Is  there  anything  among  your  creatures  stronger 
than  water?’  He  said:  ‘Yes,  wind.’  They  submitted:  ‘O  Lord!  Is  there 
anything  among  your  creatures  stronger  than  wind?’  He  said:  ‘Yes,  the 
man  who  gives  to  charity  with  his  right  hand,  while  hiding  it  from  his 
left  hand.’”1 


Reported  by  Ahmad  b.  anbal  and  al-Tirmidhi  (the  wording 
is  his). 
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‘_Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad , 3:12.4  §12.2.75.  #al-Tirmidhl 
in  al-Sunan , 5,  95:454  §3369.  • Abd  b.  umayd  in  al-Musnad,  1:365  §12.15. 
•al-Daylaml  in  al-Musnad  al-Firdaws,  3:423  §5298. 
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155/11.  According  to  Abu  Umama 

“Abu  Dharr  & reported  that  he  submitted:  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah! 
In  your  view,  what  is  the  reality  of  charity?  He  said:  ‘It  increases  (wealth 
and  resources)  manifold  and  (it)  also  has  more  (reward)  in  the  sight  of 
Allah  jgt.’”  The  narrator  said:  “I  submitted:  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah! 
Which  of  the  charity  donations  is  excellent?  He  said:  ‘Undisclosed 
charitable  donation  to  a destitute  and  charity  by  an  indigent  person 
out  of  his  hard-earned  living.’”1 2 

Reported  by  Ahmad  b.  anbal  and  al-Jabaranl. 
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156/12.  According  to  Jabir  b.  cAbd  Allah 

“The  Messenger  of  Allah  ^ delivered  a sermon  to  us  and  said: 
‘O  people!  Repent  to  Allah  before  you  perish  and  hasten  good  deeds 
before  you  become  occupied  (and  negligent  due  to  some  ailment). 
Establish  the  relationship  between  you  and  your  Lord  by  remembering 
Him  abundantly  and  by  giving  bounteous  charity  openly  and  secretly. 
You  will  be  granted  more  sustenance  in  recompense;  also,  you  will  be 
supported,  honoured  and  empowered.”’* 

Reported  by  Ibn  Majah. 


1 Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:265  §22644-  *al-Tabaram  in 
al-Mu‘jatn  al-Kablr,  8:217  §7871;  8:226  §7891. 

2 Set  forth  by  «Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan,  1:343  §1081. 
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Section  3 

Glad  Tidings  for  Charitable  Donors 


Qur’an 
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i.  4The  example  of  those  who  spend  their  wealth  in  the 
way  of  Allah  is  like  (that)  grain  out  of  which  seven  ears 
shoot  forth.  (And  then)  each  ear  bears  a hundred  grains 
(i.e.,  they  are  rewarded  seven  hundred  times).  And  Allah 
multiplies  (still  more)  for  whom  He  likes.  And  Allah  is 
Infinite,  All-Knowing.  Those  who  spend  their  wealth  in  the 
cause  of  Allah,  and  then  do  not  follow  up  their  spending 
by  reminding  of  their  benevolence  or  by  hurting,  there 
is  reward  for  them  with  their  Lord.  And  (on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection)  they  will  have  no  fear,  nor  will  they  grieve,  f1 


U_? J fjCd.S  li  y*  14:11:)  . X 
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1 Qur’an,  2:261-2.62. 
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2.  )0  believers!  Spend  (in  the  way  of  Allah)  of  your  lawful 
and  clean  earnings  and  of  that  which  We  bring  forth  for 
you  from  the  earth.  And  do  not  intend  to  spend  (in  the 
cause  of  Allah)  from  that  which  is  unclean,  for  (if  the  same 
is  given  to  you,)  you  yourselves  would  never  accept  it 
without  closing  your  eyes  to  it.  And  you  must  know  that 
Allah  is  certainly  All-Sufficient,  Worthy  of  All  Praise.)*1 
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3.  4 And  whatever  wealth  you  give  away  (as  charity 
donation)  goes  to  your  own  benefit . It  is  not  appropriate 
for  you  to  spend  but  for  Allah’s  pleasure  alone . And 
whatever  you  spend  of  your  wealth,  (its  reward)  will 
be  paid  back  to  you  in  full  and  you  shall  not  be  treated 
unjustly.  (Charity  is)  the  right  of  those  poor  who  have 
been  restricted  (from  earning  their  livelihood)  in  the 
cause  of  Allah.  They  cannot  even  move  about  in  the  land 
(due  to  their  whole  time  involvement  in  matters  of  Din 
[Religion]).  Because  of  their  (ascetic)  aversion  to  greed, 
the  unwise  (knowing  little  about  their  state  of  heart  and 
soul)  consider  them  wealthy.  You  will  recognize  them  from 
their  appearance.  They  do  not  ask  people  (for  help)  at  all 


1 Ibid.,  2:267. 
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lest  they  should  humble  themselves  (before  them).  And 
whatever  wealth  you  give  in  charity , Allah  indeed  knows 
it  well.  Those  who  spend  (in  the  cause  of  Allah)  by  night 
and  day,  privately  or  publicly,  have  their  reward  with  their 
Lord . And  (on  the  Day  of  Resurrection)  they  shall  neither 
fear  nor  grieve,  y 


iLf  IjaajIj  . t 
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4.  4 And  who  remain  steadfast  in  seeking  the  pleasure  of 
their  Lord,  and  establish  Prayer,  and  spend  (both)  secretly 
and  openly  out  of  the  sustenance  We  have  provided,  and 
continue  eliminating  evil  by  means  of  good;  they  are  the 
ones  for  whom  there  is  a (beautiful)  home  in  the  Hereafter. 
(There)  are  evergreen  gardens.  They  will  ertter  them  with 
the  pious  from  amongst  their  ancestors,  their  wives  and 
their  children.  And  the  angels  will  come  to  them  through 
every  door  (of  Paradise).  (Greeting,  they  will  say:)  ‘ Peace  be 
upon  you  as  a reward  for  your  patience!  So  (see  now)  what 
a beautiful  home  the  Hereafter  isl’fy1 2 3 


5.  4He  will  increase  it  with  more  in  recompense.  And  He  is 
the  Best  Sustainer.’4~ 


Jyustj  4)1  oJi  5i> 


1 Ibid.,  2:272-274. 

2 Ibid.,  13:22-24. 

3 Ibid.,  34:39. 
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6.  $ Surely , those  who  recite  the  Book  of  Allah  and 
establish  Prayer  and  spend  secretly  and  openly  in  Our  way 
out  of  what  We  have  given  them  look  forward  to  a trade 
(in  the  Hereafter)  which  will  never  run  into  loss , So  that 
Allah  pays  them  their  reward  in  full  and  blesses  them  more 
out  of  His  bounty . Surely,  Allah  is  Most  Forgiving,  Most 


Appreciative  of  thanks.  & 


Hadith 


157/13.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said: 

“Allah  said:  ‘Spend  in  My  way,  and  I shall  spend  on  you.’  And 
he  said,  “Allah’s  Hand  is  full,  and  never  empties  by  spending  night 


and  day.”  He  also  said,  “Do  you  not  see  how  much  He  has  bestowed 


(on  people)  since  He  created  the  Heavens  and  the  Earth?  However, 
His  treasure  has  not  in  any  way  lessened.  And  His  Throne  was  on  the 
water  at  that  time;  and  in  His  Hand  is  the  balance  (of  justice)  which 
lowers  (one  side)  and  raises  (the  other).”’”1 2 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 

1 Ibid.,  35:29-30. 

2 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih,  4:172.4  §4407.  •Muslim  in  al-§ahth , 
2:690  §993.  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad,  2:313,  500  §8125,  10507.  *Ibn 
Majah  in  al-Sunan , 1:71  §197. 
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158/14.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  J&.,  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said: 

“Allah  Most  High  said,  ‘O  son  of  Adam!  Spend  (on  My  creatures), 
I shall  spend  on  you.’”1 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 
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According  to  al-Mulla  cAli  al-Qari: 

“The  meaning  of  this  tradition  is  to  spend  the  mortal 
wealth  in  this  world  so  you  may  become  the  recipient  of  the 
higher  rank  in  the  Here-after.  It  is  said  that  it  implies:  ‘Spend 
on  others  out  of  what  I have  given  you,  so  that  I bestow  on 
you  in  this  world  and  the  Next.’  It  refers  to  what  Allah  has 
said:  4 And  whatever  you  spend  (in  the  way  of  Allah),  He 
will  increase  it  with  more  in  recompense. 4 [(5.34:39]  V" 


4)1  y j ‘JlS  4)1  J j-ij  jl  . \ 0 / ^ 0 ^ 
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1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlb , 5:2047  §5037.  •Muslim  in  al-§ahjh , 
2:690  §993.  • Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:242  §7296.  #Ibn  Majah  in 
al-Sunan , 1:686  §2123. 

•Mulla  All  Qari  in  Mirqaat  al-Mafatlh,  4:318  §1862. 


1 
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159/15.  According  to  Asma5 

“Allah’s  Messenger  said:  ‘Spend  generously  and  do  not  give  to 
charity  reluctantly  (counting)  or  Allah  would  also  give  you  by  counting; 
and  do  not  withhold  or  Allah  Most  High  will  also  hold  from  you.’”* 1 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 
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160/16.  According  to  Zayd  b.  Wahb,  Abu  Dharr  al-Ghifarl  said: 

“I  was  walking  with  the  Prophet  Jfc  on  the  stony  ground  of  Madina 
(the  illumined)  when  Uhud  (mountain)  came  in  sight.  The  Prophet 
(looking  at  it)  said,  ‘O  Abu  Dharr!’  I submitted:  ‘I  am  present,  O 
Allah’s  Messenger!’  He  said,  ‘It  will  not  please  me  if  I have  gold  equal 
to  this  mountain  of  Uhud  and  my  third  night  would  passes  in  a state 
that  a single  dinar  of  it  yet  remains  with  me  save  that,  which  I keep 
for  repayment  of  loans.  But  I like  to  distribute  that  wealth  among  the 
servants  of  Allah,  like  this,  like  this  and  like  this,  on  my  right,  left  and 
behind.  (The  Prophet  pointed  out  for  distribution  with  his  hand 
towards  his  right,  his  left  and  in  the  rear).”’”2 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhan  in  al-Sahth , 2:915  §2451.  •Muslim  in  al-$ahth , 2:713 
§1029.  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnady  6:345  $16967. 

1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh,  5:2367  §6079.  •Muslim  in  al-Sahib , 

2:687  §94. 
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161/17.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra 

“Allah’s  Messenger  Js,  said:  ‘If  I had  gold  equal  to  the  mountain  of 
Uhud,  then  it  would  please  me  that  nothing  of  it  should  remain  with 
me  after  three  nights  (i.e.,  I would  spend  all  of  it)  except  what  I would 
keep  to  repay  my  loans.’”1 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukhari  and  Muslim. 
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162/18.  According  to  Ibn  Abl  Mulayka,  ‘Uqba  b.  al-Harith  reported 
to  him: 

“The  Prophet  offered  the  ‘Asr  prayer  and  then  hastily  entered  his 
house.  Shortly,  he  came  back,  then  I submitted  (or  he  was  requested 
about  the  matter),  then  he  said:  ‘I  left  a charitable  donation  of  a piece 
of  gold  at  home.  I disliked  to  spend  the  night  while  it  remains  in  my 
house,  so  I distributed  it.’”2 

Reported  by  al-Bukhari. 


tJpJ  J csbj  jp  y*-‘.  J*  ^Lr'1  ^ 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahih , 5:2368  §6080.  • Muslim  in  al-$ahih , 
2:687  §991.  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:349  §8579. 


2 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahih , 2:519  §1363. 
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163/19.  According  to  ‘Uqba  b.  al-Harith: 

“I  offered  the  cAsr  prayer  with  the  Prophet,  and,  after  concluding 
the  salutation  of  peace,  he  got  up  quickly  and  went  to  one  of  his  wives 
and  then  came  back.  Seeing  the  signs  of  wonder  on  people’s  faces  due 
to  haste,  he  said:  ‘While  I was  in  my  prayer,  I remembered  a piece 
of  gold  that  we  had.  So  I disliked  that  it  should  remain  with  us  all 
through  the  night.  Therefore,  I have  ordered  to  distribute.’”1 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl,  Ahmad  and  al-Nasa’I. 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahth,  1:408  §1163.  • Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al- 
Musnad,  4:7  §16196.  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunatt,  3:84  §1365. 
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Section  4 

Charity  enhances  longevity  and 

PROTECTS  FROM  HELLFIRE 


Qur’An 
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i.  4 Those  who  spend  (in  the  cause  of  Allah)  by  night  and 
day,  privately  or  publicly,  have  their  reward  with  their 
Lord . And  (on  the  Day  of  Resurrection)  they  shall  neither 
fear  nor  grieve .y 
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2.  indeed,  Allah  took  a firm  promise  from  the 

Children  of  Israel,  and  We  appointed  amongst  them  twelve 
chieftains  (for  its  fulfilment,  enforcement  and  protection). 


1 Qur'an,  2:274. 
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And  Allah  said  (to  the  Children  of  Israel):  ‘I  am  with  you 
(t.e..  My  special  support  and  reinforcement  will  escort 
you).'  If  you  establish  Prayer  and  pay  Zakat  (the  Alms- 
due)  consistently , and  (always)  adhere  to  believing  in 
My  Messengers,  and  furnish  persistent  support  to  their 
(Prophetic  Mission),  and  lend  Allah  a handsome  loan  (for 
the  financial  support,  promotion  and  prevalence  of  His 
Dm  [Religion]),  I will  certainly  remove  your  sins  from  you, 
and  will  assuredly  admit  you  to  the  Gardens  with  streams 
flowing  beneath.  Then,  later,  whoever  from  amongst  you 
rejects  faith  (t.e.,  violates  the  promise)  indeed  strays  from 


the  straight  path.'*1 


3.  4 And  (yet)  amongst  these  nomads  there  is  (also)  one 
who  believes  in  Allah  and  the  Last  Day  and  considers 
whatever  he  spends  (in  the  way  of  Allah)  as  a means  of 
nearness  to  Allah  and  receiving  (the  merciful)  supplications 
of  the  Messenger.  Listen!  Assuredly,  it  is  a source  of 
nearness  to  Allah.  Allah  will  soon  admit  them  to  His 
mercy.  Surely,  Allah  is  Most  Forgiving,  Ever-Mcrciful.'*1 


Hadith 


1 Ibid.,  5:12. 
z Ibid.,  9:99. 
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164/20.  According  to  Anas  b.  Malik: 

“Allah’s  Messenger  0.  said:  ‘Charity  surely  cools  the  wrath  of  the 
Lord  and  wards  off  an  evil  death.’”1 

Reported  by  al-Tirmidhl  and  Ibn  Hibban. 
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165/21.  Kathlr  b.  cAbd  Allah  b.  al-Muzzam  reported  from  his 
grandfather  (cAmrb.  al-cAwf)  on  the  authority  of  his  father: 

“He  reported  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  said:  ‘The  charity  of 
a Muslim  enhances  longevity  and  prevents  an  evil  death;  and  Allah 
Most  High  eliminates  arrogance  and  pride  through  it.’”2 

Reported  by  aKIabarani. 
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166/22.  According  to  Maymuna  daughter  of  Sa'd 

“I  submitted:  ‘O  Allah’s  Messenger!  Inform  us  about  charity.’  He 
said:  ‘Whoever  gives  to  charity  with  the  intention  to  seek  the  reward 
and  the  pleasure  of  Allah  Most  High,  it  barricades  him  from  Hellfire.’”  3 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan , 3:52  §664.  #Ibn  ibban  in  al-Sahih , 
8:103  §3309.  •al-Bayhaql  in  Shucab  al-lman , 3:213  §3351.  •al-MaqdisI  in  al- 
Ahadtth  al-Mukbtara , 5:218  §1897.  •al-Haythaml  in  Mawarid  al-Zam'an , 
1:209  §816.  *Ibn  Rajab  al-  anball  in  ]amic  al-cUlum  wa  al-  akam , 1:272. 

2 Set  forth  by  #al-TabaranI  in  al-Mucjam  al-Kabir , 17:22  §31. 

3 Set  forth  by  •al-Jabaranl  in  al-Mu"jam  al-Kabir , 25:35  §3449- 
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Reported  by  al-Tabarani. 


oljj 

167/23.  According  to  Rafic  b.  Khadlj 

“The  Messenger  of  Allah  ^ said:  ‘The  charity  locks  seventy  doors 
of  malevolence.’”* 1 

Reported  by  al-Tabarani. 
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168/24.  According  to  cUqba 

“The  Messenger  of  Allah  £ said:  ‘The  charitable  donation  of  a 
person  makes  the  scorching  heat  exit  from  his  grave,  and  a believer 
(mu’miri)  will  be  under  the  shade  of  his  charity  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection.’”2, 

Reported  by  al-Tabarani. 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Jabaranl  in  al-Mu‘jam  al-Kabtr,  4:274  §4402. 

1 Set  forth  by  •al-Tabarani  in  al-Mu'  jam  al-Kabir , 17:286  §7^7- 


jiJij  jiVi  J*  &&jt 

Section  5 

Spending  on  Family 


d\S  U ZZjJzJl  ^ : Jli  4_J|  ^ill  ^ SJj°Ja  . Y 0 / > T ^ 

SjlS  jjij  jU«Jl  oljj 


169/25.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra: 

“The  Prophet  said:  ‘The  best  charity  [ sadaqa ] is  that  after  which 
prosperity  endures;  and  start  giving  away  charity  from  those  who  are 
under  your  care.’”1 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl,  Abu  Dawud  and  al-Nasa’I. 


.<Jli  is_L/aJl  (jjl  c^IjI  IJ  ;,JU  aJI  SJjJa  ij^  . Y*l/^V* 

. JjaJ  Idjlj  CjJilJl 


170/26.  Abu  Hurayra  A reported  that  he  submitted  to  the  Messenger 
of  Allah 

“Which  charitable  donation  is  most  excellent?  He  replied:  ‘Charity 
from  the  hard  work  of  an  indigent  man,  starting  from  those  who  are 


Set  forth  by  #al-Bukhan  in  ul-Subih,  5:208  §5041.  •Abu  Dawud  in  al-Suturn^ 
2:129  §1676.  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan,  5:69  §2544. 
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under  your  care.5”1 

Reported  by  Ahmad  b.  anbal  and  Abu  Dawud. 


J LS  J J15  : ju  ^ V / W N 

cdilil  jp  aIaaJI  jlloj  Jp  4j  C^X^aJ  c3 

.dJLUl  ^Jp  oSii  ^iJl  Lgiiapl 


J&fjjXSSijj 


171/27.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra 

“Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said:  ‘A  gold  coin  is  spent  in  the  cause  of 
Allah;  then  a gold  coin  is  spent  for  a slave’s  freedom;  a gold  coin  is 
(also)  given  away  to  a pauper;  and  (yet)  a gold  coin  is  spent  on  your 
family— of  all  these  gold  coins  the  one  spent  on  your  family  earns  you 
the  greatest  reward.’”2 

Reported  by  Muslim  and  Ahmad. 


J'u>  -TA/-1VT 


JJJj  U jJ-J  J^  tUjJJU ^ 

(j.'i  a;  :Ju  . (CXp  : JU  .dL-i3  Tp  jAjij : : JU 
; JU  . jj  jl  (Jp  j-;  (J-Wu  . JU  .^>-1  • J^  <J^  5? 

. JjJl  cjl JU  . J>-T  iS^  ’•  • J^ 

lli  JUj  .&&\j  il jj 


r/z/18.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra 
fhe  Prophet  commanded 


rriiro 


1 Set  f rth  by  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad , 1:358  §8687.  »Abu  Dawud  in 
al-Suih , 1:129  §1677.  *al-  akim  in  al-Mustadrak,  1:574  §1509-  #Ibn  ibban 
in  al-Sabi  8:134  §3346.  *Ibn  Khuzayma  in  al-Sahih,  4:102  §2451. 

2 Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih,  1:692  §995.  ‘Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al- 
Musnad,  2:476  10177.  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mu'jam  al-Awsat , 9:39  §9°79-  *ab 
DaylamI  in  Musnad  al-Firdaws,  2:222  §3079. 
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Messenger  of  Allah,  I have  a gold  coin!’  He  told  him:  ‘Treat  it  as  a 
charitable  donation  to  yourself!’  He  said:  ‘I  have  another!’  He  told 
him:  ‘Treat  it  as  a charitable  donation  to  your  children!’  He  said:  ‘I 
have  another!’  He  told  him:  ‘Treat  it  as  a charitable  donation  to  your 
spouse!’  He  said:  ‘I  have  another!’  He  told  him:  ‘You  are  very  far- 
sighted (spend  it  appropriately)!’1 

Reported  by  Abu  Dawud  and  al-Nasa’I.  Al-Hakim  said:  “This 
is  an  authentic  tradition.” 


' Set  forth  by  »Abu  Dawud  in  al-Surtan,  2:132  § 1 69 1 . *al-Nasa’T  in  al-Sunan, 
5:62  §2535.  •al-Shafi  i in  al-Musnad,  1:266  & in  al-Sunna  al-Ma'thura,  1:393 
§549.  »al-  akim  in  al-Mustadrak,  1:585  §1514.  »Ibn  ibban  in  al-Sahlh, 
8:t26  §3337-  *al-BukharI  in  al-Adab  al-Mufrad,  1:78  §197.  •al-Tabaranl  in 
al-Mu'jam  al-Awsat,  8:237  §8508.  •al-Bayhaq!  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra,  7:466. 


Section  6 

Charity  to  Relatives 


Qur’An 


5#=^J  '-r) JIS  'jJjJ  O'  cr^y  - ' 

jUji  (J'ij  (3~c^l?  aSLiLJIj  j CP^1’  br* 

ojU, Ulj  J-+U1  o^C-dij  ly£J'j  4o^'  ^ Lp  & 

lj l^Ic  \i\  0 jij-J ^3  <3^J  f&J  Lr>^P^  s3j 

lylw?  O^-J  ^ y^'j  AlUK  (j 


i.  4 Righteousness  is  not  merely  that  you  turn  your  faces 
to  the  east  or  the  west.  But  true  righteousness  is  that  a 
person  believes  in  Allah,  the  Last  Day,  the  angels,  the 
Book  (revealed  by  Allah)  and  the  Messengers.  Driven  by 
love  for  Allah,  he  spends  (his)  wealth  on  the  kindred,  the 
orphans,  the  needy,  the  wayfarers  and  those  who  ask  and  in 
(liberating  slaves’)  necks,  and  establishes  Prayer  and  pays 
Zakat  (the  Alms-due).  And  when  they  make  a promise, 
they  fulfil  it  and  are  steadfast  in  hardship  (i.e.,  poverty)  and 
suffering  (i.e.,  ailment)  and  at  the  time  of  fierce  fighting 
(i.e.,  jihad).  It  is  these  who  are  truthful  and  it  is  these  who 
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are  righteous.  fl 


2.  4lt  is  prescribed  for  you  that  when  death  approaches 
someone  of  you,  and. he  leaves  some  property  behind , 
then  he  is  to  make  a will  for  (his)  parents  and  kindred 
in  a reasonable  manner.  This  is  imperative  for  the  true 
believers. 


3.  ^They  ask  you  what  they  should  spend  (in  the  way  of 
Allah).  Say:  ‘ Whatever  wealth  you  spend  (is  right),  but  the 
deserving  ones  are  your  parents  and  close  relatives  and 
orphans  and  the  needy  and  the  wayfarers.  And  whatever 
good  you  do,  Allah  indeed  knows  it  full  well.9 f1 *  3 


4.  4 And  bear  in  mind  that  whatever  spoils  of  war  you 
seize,  a fifth  of  it  is  for  Allah  and  the  Messenger  ($)  and 
(the  Messenger’s)  kindred  and  orphans  and  the  needy 


1 Qur’an,  2:177. 


x Ibid.,  2:180. 

3 Ibid.,  2:215. 
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and  the  wayfarers , if  you  believe  in  Allah,  and  in  that 
(Revelation)  which  We  sent  down  on  Our  (exalted)  Servant 
on  the  Day  of  Decision  (i.e.,  discrimination  between  the 
truth  and  falsehood),  the  day  (when)  the  two  armies  (of 
the  believers  and  the  disbelievers)  encountered  (in  the 
battlefield  of  Badr).  And  Allah  has  absolute  power  over 
everything.}1 2 


J 


1j  <ij  ojCJ'j  tS  olaj) 


5.  }And  give  to  the  kindred  their  rightful  due,  and  also 
(give)  to  the  needy  and  the  wayfarer,  and  do  not  exhaust 
(your  wealth)  by  expending  waste  fully. 


Hadith 


(JSJLa. Jl  (Ji  55 j-aS!  :J15  ^lll  ^ yXs-  ^ .Y  ^ f\ VT 

S'  ^ ^ ^ • 'f-'  ^ ^ S' 

. I \ Jlij  .^ISLlj  j ^ oljj 


173/29.  According  to  Salman  b.  cAmir 

“The  Prophet  # said:  ‘Charity  given  to  the  pauper  is  worth  (only) 
one  charitable  donation,  while  the  one  given  to  the  relatives  is  twofold: 
one  charity  and  the  other  bond  of  kinship.’”3 

Reported  by  al-Tirmidhl,  Ibn  Majah  and  al-  akim.  According 
to  al-Hakim:  “It  has  an  authentic  chain  of  transmission.” 


1 Ibid.,  8:41. 

2 Ibid.,  17:26. 

3 Set  forth  by  •al-Tirmidhlin  al-Sunan,  5:92  §2582.  *Ibn  Majah  i nal-Sunan, 
1:591  §1844.  #al-  akim  in  al-Mustadrak,  1:564  §1476.  #Ibn  Khuzayma  in 
al-Sahih , 8:132  §3344* 
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4UU  'J>  J ^ 4)1  ^ jl^l  ^ .r  * /w$ 

aJI j-al  <1)1 Sj  jL/?; Vl  ^Ji5l  a>JLU  jji  jlS  ! Jj5j 

s*  ^ ^ 

**—> J->  «p|&  4)1  <J j~-*j  <1)15j  c — 1 1 ^JLwSiaa^  Oo15j  k*\s>~*fo  aJI 
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174/30.  According  to  Ishaq  b.  cAbd  Allah  b.  Abu  al-Jalha: 

“I  heard  Anas  b.  Malik  ^ saying,  ‘Due  to  gardens  of  date-palm 
trees,  Abu  Talha  was  the  most  wealthy  amongst  the  Ansar  of  Medina 
(the  illumined),  and  for  him,  the  dearest  of  them  was  the  Bayruha’ 
garden,  which  was  in  front  of  the  mosque  of  the  Prophet.  Allah’s 
Messenger  used  to  go  there  and  drink  its  pure  and  clean  water.5  Anas 
added,  ‘When  the  verse  was  revealed:  “By  no  means  shall  you  attain 
righteousness  unless  You  spend  (in  charity)  of  that  which  you  love,55 
Abu  Jalha  submitted  to  Allah’s  Messenger  0>:  ‘O  Allah’s  Messenger! 
Allah  says:  4You  can  never  attain  to  piety  unless  you  spend  (in 
the  cause  of  Allah)  out  of  that  which  you  like  the  most.}>  [(^.3:92] 
And  Bayruha’  garden  is  the  most  beloved  of  all  my  property  to  me. 
Therefore,  it  is  given  to  charity  (from  me)  for  the  sake  of  the  pleasure  of 
Allah  Most  High.  It  is  charity  for  Allah;  I hope  its  goodness  and  I hope 
that  it  will  be  stored  up  for  me  with  Allah.  O Allah’s  Messenger!  (This 
is  under  your  command)  Spend  it  where  Allah  shows  you  (its  need).’ 
On  that  Allah’s  Messneger  said:  ‘Well  done!  This  trade  is  beneficial 
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and  profitable.  This  trade  is  beneficial  and  profitable.  I have  heard 
what  you  have  said,  and  I think  it  would  be  proper  if  you  give  it  to 
your  relatives.’AbuTalha  said,  ‘I  will  do  so,  O Allah’s  Messenger!’  So, 
Abu  Talha  distributed  that  garden  amongst  his  relatives  and  cousins.”1 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhart  in  al-Sahth,  2:530  §1392.  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih,  2:693 
§998. 


Section  7 

Helping  the  Poor  and  Freeing  the 


Captives 


Qur'an 


i.  \And  whatever  wealth  you  give  away  (as  charity 
donation)  goes  to  your  own  benefit . It  is  not  appropriate 
for  you  to  spend  but  for  Allah's  pleasure  alone . And 
whatever  you  spend  of  your  wealth,  ( its  reward)  will 
be  paid  back  to  you  in  full  and  you  shall  not  be  treated 
unjustly . (Charity  is)  the  right  of  those  poor  who  have 
been  restricted  (from  earning  their  livelihood)  in  the 
cause  of  Allah.  They  cannot  even  move  about  in  the  land 
(due  to  their  whole  time  involvement  in  matters  of  Din 
[Religion]).  Because  of  their  (ascetic)  aversion  to  greed, 
the  unwise  (knowing  little  about  their  state  of  heart  and 
soul)  consider  them  wealthy . You  will  recognize  them  from 
their  appearance.  They  do  not  ask  people  (for  help)  at  all 
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lest  they  should  humble  themselves  ( before  them).  And 
whatever  wealth  you  give  in  charity,  Allah  indeed  knows  it 

well.y 1 


2.  ^Indeed,  alms  (Zakat)  are  meant  for  the  poor  and  the 
indigent , and  those  who  are  deployed  to  collect  charities 
and  those  in  whose  hearts  the  inculcation  of  love  for 
Islam  is  aimed  at.  And,  (moreover,  spending  Zakat  for 
the)  freeing  of  human  lives  (from  the  yoke  of  slavery) 
and  removing  the  burden  of  those  who  are  to  pay  debt 
and  (those  who  toil  hard)  in  the  cause  of  Allah  and  the 
wayfarers  (is  true).  This  (all)  has  been  prescribed  by  Allah, 
and  Allah  is  All-Knowing,  Most  Wise.y 


3.  $And  they  give  (their  own)  food,  in  deep  love  of  Allah, 
to  the  needy,  the  orphan  and  prisoner  (out  of  sacrifice, 
despite  their  own  desire  and  need  for  it),  (And  say:)  cWe 
are  feeding  you  only  to  please  Allah.  We  do  not  seek  any 
recompense  from  you  nor  (wish  for)  any  thanks.  We  fear 
from  our  Lord  the  Day  which  will  make  (the  faces)  look 
very  dark  (and)  ugly.3  So  Allah  will  save  them  from  the 
terror  of  that  Day  (for  their  fear  of  Allah)  and  will  grant 


Qur’an,  2:272-273. 
Ibid.,  9:60. 
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them  freshness,  bloom  and  blush  (on  their  faces)  and 
ecstasy  and  delight  (in  their  hearts ),  And  will  bless  them 
with  Gardens  (to  live  in)  and  silky  clothes  (to  wear),  a 
reward  for  their  patience,  1 2 


j/Ull  d)>  .1 


4.  {Nor  reproach  any  beggar  (seeking  help  at  your 

door).}2. 


Hadith 


oUwj  i lil  <ul  yts-  (j*  .V  ^ ^ V 0 


175/31.  According  to  Ibn 'Abbas 

“The  Messenger  of  Allah  ^ used  to  free  all  captives  at  the 
commencement  of  the  month  of  Ramadan  and  used  to  give  charity  to 
every  seeker  (beyond  measure).”3 


Reported  by  al-Bayhaqi  in  Shu'ab  al-Iman. 


(J  aJU  . JjLL  js  (_sLpIj  Jli 

*> 

s,  $ s o«  > 0 

J j JL5}  c jlwiij 


According  to  al-Suyutl: 

“The  wording  of  the  tradition  is:  ‘He  ( jft)  gave  away  to 


1 Ibid.,  76:8-12. 

2 Ibid.,  93:10. 

3 Set  forth  by  •al-Bayhaql  in  Shucab  al-Iman , 3:311  §3629.  •Ibn  cAsakir  in 
Tarikh  Madina  Damishq , 4:25.  •al-Haythaml  in  Majmac  al-Zawa'id , 3:150. 
•al-Shacran!  in  al-Jabqat  al-Kubra,  1:377. 
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every  seeker.5  Indeed,  he  used  to  spend  abundantly.  It  is  also 
proven  from  this  tradition  that  it  is  commendable  to  free 
captives,  and  spend  generously  on  the  poor  and  the  needy  at 
the  commencement  of  Ramadan.551 


Sflj  jji-  oljj  J c5I^plj  Jli 

(J  *1^-  JJb  .Ls^ajl  ^ 0 -Up  dlS"  ^ 
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. JJLaJl  ^JLi£  'V  S-liaP  jU  I j^LL^l  1j  I jUi 

Li  ^p  $|l  4>l  J JJ-  'rf&~  ui  (^jjj 

.N : jia 

JU  .Ajcii  JjJI  jJ»l  ^ o <wJl>  U <_$l  ^J-J  k^j 
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According  to  al-Mulla  'All  al-Qari: 

‘“He  donated  to  charity  for  all  seekers’  refers  to  when  the 
Prophet  (in  Ramadan)  used  to  give  alms  more  than  his  usual 
practice.  He  would  not  say  ‘no’  to  any  seeker.  It  is  reported 
in  Sahib  Muslim  that  the  Prophet  would  donate  whatever 
was  asked.  A man  came  to  the  Prophet  and  he  bestowed  on 
him  a herd  of  goats  that  could  be  contained  between  two 
mountains.  The  man  returned  to  his  people  and  said:  ‘O  my 
people!  Embrace  Islam,  for  the  beloved  Muhammad  bestows 
in  abundance  with  no  fear  of  poverty.’”  Jabir  reported  in 
Sahih  al-Bukhart  that  whatever  was  asked  from  the  Prophet, 
he  would  never  say  “no”  to  it. 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Suyuti  in  al-Shama’il  al-SharTfa,  1:141. 
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Similarly,  in  Sahih  Muslim , it  is  reported: 

“Whatever  was  asked  from  the  Prophet  in  worldly 
matters,  he  would  never  refuse  it.”  Poet  Farazdaq  phrased  it 
so  beautifully: 

He  never  uttered  "no”  except  for  Tashahhud, 

Hadn't  there  been  Tashahhud , the  word  “no”,  would 
have  been  “yes” 


